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FroM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

am honored to begin a term as president of this affable, hard-

working board and want to thank Brenda Rainsberger for her
long and productive service, making my job much easier! Thanks to
board member Carolyn Turner for agreeing to serve as Vice-president.
I would say that the highlights of 2025 were the creation of the
Morning Room with newly acquired furniture and displays, the
luncheon recognizing Dr. Thomas Hawkins, grandson of Major
Thomas, who played a key role in preserving the building, and the
enhanced garden appearance thanks to our new gardening expert,
Bruce Cavey, who will continue to do his good work in 2026. In
addition, the Jingle Bell Ball was a great success, and enjoyed by a large
crowd. We'll do it again in 2026! Other activities to watch for this year
are the American 250 Plays, being organized at the Thomas Center by
City of Gainesville Cultural Affairs and planning for our centennial
celebration of the opening of the Hotel Thomas in 2028. The board will
also be doing a deep cleaning of the Major’s bedroom. Thanks to all
our members who support this wonderful historic home and gardens.

—Pen SwecZis, President

New TCA BoARD MEMBERS

(Me were pleased to welcome two new members
to our Board of Directors at the January annual
meeting, Annie Bzoch and Sal Cumella. Annie, a
Gainesville native who works in the Dean’s Office
at the College of Veterinary Medicine, holds fond
memories of the historic Thomas Center—formerly
the Hotel Thomas—and looks forward to helping
preserve this treasured part of Gainesville’s history.
Sal, executive director of the Matheson Museum,
brings extensive experience in historic preservation
and museum operations. Please join us in
welcoming Annie and Sal!

FEIBER MEMORIAL UPDATE

@@ﬁer an initial $40,000 gift from Craig Salley,
another generous former board member has
donated $26,000 to replace the decaying beams

on the Feiber Memorial Pergola in the northwest
corner of the gardens. New lighting will be added,
and the surrounding grounds refreshed. Work
will begin soon, and we look forward to seeing
this cherished focal point beautifully restored.

IN MEMORIAM
(Me are saddened to share

that board member Sharon
Connell passed away on October
26, 2025. She joined the Thomas Center
Associates board in 1980, served as president
from 1980-1981, and devoted 45 years of
dedicated service to our organization.
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Thank you again to everyone who contributed to the Hawkins Memorial Fund last year. We would also like to

acknowledge Bill Watson, whose name was inadvertently omitted from the listing in our fall newsletter.
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W@ invite you to renew your membership for 2026! You may
renew by mail using the enclosed envelope or conveniently through
our QR code. Please include your email with your renewal.
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